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What is the Children’s Justice Project (CJP)? 
The mission of the Wyoming Children’s Justice Project is to assure timely and fair outcomes for 
abused and neglected children who are before the juvenile courts. CJP was established in 1999 as a 
project of the Wyoming Supreme Court.  The Chief Justice appoints an advisory council to set policy 
and oversee the work of CJP. The project is funded by federal court improvement grants 
administered by the Children's Bureau of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The 
federal grant program was established in 1994 as a response to the dramatic increase in child abuse 
and neglect cases and the expanded role of courts in achieving stable and permanent homes for 
children in foster care.  All 50 states receive federal court improvement grant funding.   
 

 CJP Past /Ongoing Initiatives 
*Assessed Juvenile Court System (2000 & 2006) 
*Sponsors numerous trainings for juvenile court stakeholders 
*Sponsors annual Children’s Justice Conference 
*Develops/maintains resources including a child and teen handbook of juvenile court; parent   
  handbook of juvenile court, WY Child Welfare Legal Resource Manual, court forms/checklists, and  
  bi-monthly newsletter 
*Funded pilot projects in Albany, Carbon & Sweetwater Counties 
*Funded ABA Permanency Barriers Projects in Natrona and Laramie Counties 
*Funds community training and CASA sub-grants 
*Provides training scholarships to judges and attorneys 
*Piloting JCATS, a court data collection automated system for juvenile cases 
 

CJP Future Initiatives 
*Study parent legal representation & develop a DVD for parents involved in juvenile court system 
*Develop a children’s activity book on juvenile court for ages 3-6 

  

2011 CHIILDREN’S JUSTICE PROJECT ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Hon. Michael Golden, Chair * Nicky Anderson, DFS * Nickie Arney, Clerk of District Court * Michael 
Blonigen, District Attorney  *Hon. Bernadine Craft, State Legislator * Hon. Steven Cranfill, District 
Judge *Hon. John Fenn, District Judge * Hon. Nena James, District Judge * Robert Keney, Child 
Advocate * Nicole Krieger, Dep. County Attorney * Jill Kucera, Attorney General’s Office * Brenden 
McKinney, Casey Family Programs * Stacey Obrecht, GAL Program * Joann Odendahl, Court 
Administrator * Dona Playton, Parents’ Attorney * Betsy Putnam, CASA * Ryan Roden, Public 
Defender’s Office * Dan Wilde, DFS * Hon. Norman Young, District Judge 
 
For additional information, please contact/visit:  Coordinator, 2301 Capitol Ave., Cheyenne, WY  82002;  
(P) 307.777.7269; (F) 307.777.3447; (E) WYCJPCoordinator@courts.state.wy.us; (Web) 
www.courts.state.wy.us/CJP 
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